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Each UK nation has its own child protection legislation and 

guidance. 

• Child protection legislation and guidance in England 

• Child protection legislation and guidance in Northern 
Ireland 

• Child protection legislation and guidance in Scotland 

• Child protection legislation and guidance in Wales 

As part of this, there is guidance setting out the safeguarding and 

child protection responsibilities of organisations and groups. 

England 

In England, the Department for Education (DfE) provides the key 

statutory guidance for anyone working with children and young 

people: Working together to safeguard children (PDF) (DfE), 

2018). This sets out how organisations should work together to 

keep children safe. Sections 57 – 62 set out the requirements for 

voluntary, charity, social enterprise, faith-based organisations 

and private sectors.  

The DfE’s guidance What to do if you’re worried a child is being 

abused (PDF) describes the actions to take if you think a child is 

being abused or neglected. 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/northern-ireland/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/northern-ireland/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/scotland/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/wales/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/722305/Working_Together_to_Safeguard_Children_-_Guide.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abused.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abused.pdf


The DfE has published a voluntary code of practice for out-of-

school settings. It includes advice on safeguarding and child 

protection, staff suitability, and governance (DfE, 2020). 

Northern Ireland 

In Northern Ireland, the Department of Health (DOH) has 

published Co-operating to safeguard children and young people in 

Northern Ireland (DOH, 2017). Section 3.8 sets out how 

voluntary, charitable, faith and community-based organisations 

should contribute to keep children safe. 

The Revised regional core child protection policies and procedures 

for Northern Ireland explain what actions people who work with 

children should take if they have concerns about a child or young 

person’s welfare (Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland, 

2019). 

Scotland 

In Scotland, the National guidance for child protection 

(PDF) provides a framework for anyone who might face child 

protection issues (Scottish Government, 2014). This includes 

third sector organisations (voluntary and community 

organisations, charities, social enterprises, co-operatives and 

mutuals). 

Wales 

The Welsh Government has published Working together to 

safeguard people, a suite of guidance and codes of practice that 

sets out how agencies and practitioners should work together to 

safeguard children (Welsh Government, 2019).  

Volume 5 (PDF) focuses on handling individual cases to protect 

children at risk. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures provide a framework for how 

child protection referrals, actions and plans should be carried out 

(Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board, 2019). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-out-of-school-settings-code-of-practice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-out-of-school-settings-code-of-practice
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/co-operating-safeguard-children-and-young-people-northern-ireland
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/co-operating-safeguard-children-and-young-people-northern-ireland
https://www.proceduresonline.com/sbni/index.html
https://www.proceduresonline.com/sbni/index.html
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00450733.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00450733.pdf
https://gov.wales/safeguarding-guidance
https://gov.wales/safeguarding-guidance
https://gov.wales/safeguarding-children-risk-abuse-or-neglect
https://www.safeguarding.wales/


 


